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someone should have
figured the announcement
would come on thisday

Marc Trestman, organized
and meticulous, probably
circled the calender weeks
ago, knowing it was a long
week between games, know-
ing everybody from upper
management would be in the
city and available. That the

Alouettes won their last game

against Calgary in heart-

stoppingfashion was a bonus.

Trestman doesn’t like the
focus being on him. Never
has, never will. Were the de-
cision his, this four-year con-
tract extension would have
been announced after the
season, but that would only
have fuelled the speculation
further regarding his status.

Truth is, Trestmannever was

a lame-duck coach. His new
deal —~ a personal-services
contract with owner Robert
Wetenhall begins next season
-was agreed to before train-
ing camp started in June.

We knew little about Trest-
man before he arrived in
Montreal in 2008, only that he

had an impressive resume in
the National Football League
as an offensive coordinator
and quarterbacks coach. He
had never been a head coach,
nor was he familiar with the

intricacies of the wild and
wacky Canadian game. And
now, he’s on the verge of be-
coming the winningest coach
in franchise history - 10
regular-seasonvictories from

surpassing Douglas Walker,
who coached for eight sea-
sons inthe 1950s.

Nine seasons coaching
the same team is virtually
unheard of in professional
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“I'm really appreciative of what | have,” Als head coach Marc Trestman says after signing four-year contract extension Monday.

sports, let alone the Canadian
Football League, where this
season alone four of the eight
teams have changed coaches.

Please see ALS, Page Bi2
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Trestman will be 60 at the |

ime, should he fulfill the
onditions of that extension.
Regardless, he'll be remem-
jered as a renaissance man,
someone who put pride, hon-
sty character and integrity
ibove winning. And someone
vho had incredible timing,
oining an organization that
1as had the same general
nanager for 17 seasons, the
same quarterback the last 15.
*A lot of what we say in
nterviews comes from him.
WVe're an extension of the
1ead ¢oach,” said QB An-
hony Calyillo, one of a hand-
ulof players who dropped by
Vionday's mid-afternoon an-
1ouncement at a downtown

Viontreal hotel. “He brain-

washes us, to be honest, but a
zood coach gets his message
1CT0SS.

“T always tell him he'd be
1 good cult leader,” Calvillo
wdded. “He knows how to get
seople to follow. After a while,
joustart believing it.”

It was Jim Popp, the Als’
one and only GM, who plant-
d the seeds back in 2007, in-
riting Trestman to training
>amp as a guest coach. Al
hough Trestman’s visit was
short, only several days, Popp,
who also coached the team
that season, asked Trestman
o address the players, and
asked him whether he would
ver consider coaching in the
CFL.

“Idon't think he knew what
| was talking about at that
ime,” Popp said.

“When the coach changes,
've analyzed where our team
has been, what it has been
through, the guy we had be-
fore and what I felt the team
needed next. If you're a good
s0ach, you know your stuff.
You'll learn the (Canadian)
;am&"

Yes, Trestman was a good
communicator and speaker,
Popp acknowledged. But he
also wanted someone who
had worked with quarter-
backs and could take Calvillo
to another level. Popp had
hired Scott Milanovich, a for-
mer quarterback, the year be-
fore as offensive coordinator;
Milanovich is now Toronto’s
head coach. And Trestman
was the next piece to the puz-
zle

“It's not because a guy's the
best offensive or defensive
coordinator that they're the
next best head coach. That’s
what everybody sells,” Popp
said,

“I told him since Day 1 all

he had to worry about was
mac}lmg!’

Trestman was the last of
11 candidates interviewed
by Wetenhall, When asked
which qualities he sought
from players, Trestman listed
integrity, teamwork and com-
mon decency, Wetenhall re-
lated.

“At the bottom was athletic
ability. I'd not come across
that before,” the owner said.

Wetenhall spent 90 minutes
asking Trestman the secret
behind his success, good play-
ers being the only response,
So Wetenhall spent three
hours thefollowing day, again
trying unsueccessfully to de-
cipher the code. And then he
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Alouettes owner Bob Wetenhall (right) hired head coach Marc Trestman in 2008 after inter-
viewing 10 other candidates for the vacant job.

offered Trestman the job.
More than four years
later, Trestman remains a
tough egg to crack, refusing
to divulge whether the new
contract contains an escape
clause, or window of op-
portunity each winter; that
would allow him to pursue a
head coaching gig in the NFL
or NCAA. Even Wetenhall
suggested it would be a risk

We do know Trestman
would dearly love to be an
NFL head coach, that his
name is linked to organiza-
tions each winter. We also
know that omitting this
clause would be an unpreced-
ented oversight by someone
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