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New head coach has 

much to learn, but 

relIshes challenge 


JOHN MAHOHEYITHE GAZETTE 

t Aloue es head coach Dan Hawkins answers guestions i ro,", n.nTJ'~...."",~~-



Of COUI se the will be 
skeptic out there 

second-guessing the decision 
to hire Dan Hawkins as the 
20th head coach in Alouette 
history. There will be some 
just waiting for him to fail. 
quick to note his lack of eFL 
experience. 

Guess what? You c 11 fmd 
fault in everyone who went 
throu h the interview PIO­
cess. Danny Maciocia on 
a Grey Cup m Edmon 0 

befi re the Eskimos e 'peri­
enced some lean years. Jim 
Zorn and Turk chonert h ve 
no CFL experie ceo Mark 
Washington I ne r bee 
head coach. Steve F it 

This is no H wkins' fi st 
rodeo, althou h it rna k til 
first time he has ache 
professional athlete . And it 
WOl d seem he under and 
precisely the challenge h 
has undeliaken. 

'·Totally. I get it. I knov' 
how th world works. You ve 
got to back it up. 1 g t it and 
tmderstand it," Hawkins . 
on Tuesday, after the Al co ­
fil m d rhat monti ealgaz­
ette. om reported last Thurs­

- the hiring of Hawkins 
along with Mike Miller as his 
offensive co-ordinator. 

"Getting out of our com­
fort zone and learllin and 
challenging your elf ... th t' 
how I live. Some would h' 
away from a j b like thIS. 
Wha do you know about 12 
guys ... about verybody in 
motion ... about the Canadian 
league?I'm not that gu ~ , 

You'll remember the same 
skepticism slrrrounded the 
hirit g of Marc Trestman in 
December 2007 - a guv who 
had never coached in the 
CFL but spent several days 
six months earlier as a guest 
coach at Montreal' u'aming 
camp. The Als reached the 
Grey Cup in Trestman' fIr t 
eason, capturing con ecu­

tive championships he lle. 
two, And now Trestmall s 
withthe Chicago Bears, 

This is not to sugge t hi t­
ory willberepeated. Forevery 
Trestman there 11a been a 
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