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— 7 Obituaries
———————"Tian football,“he had-averaged-fa:
better than a touchdown per

~ Monday, August 25, 1997

- e e

Virgll Wagher
- - Virgil -E. Wagner; 75, of Bel:
leville, Il1,, born Feb. 27, 1922, in
Belleville; 11, .died Friday, Aug. :
22, 1997, at ‘hie residence. .

~ Virgil E. Wagner
‘Virgil was a professional foot-
started at Belleville - Township
High School West from 1935 to .
1939. He received his bachelor’s-
degree at Millikin University, De-

iencatur, Jll, from 1939 to 1943,

While in college, he played foot-

__hishe
"——commi

- ball- player.. His- playing career _.

game. For four consecutive years,
he had led the league in scoring.

When he took: to the field for the

-Alouettes there was not}:ing but
applause for “The Wag, and he
was considered by many Cana-
dians as among the best ambas-

_ sador of goodwill_the U.S.. ever

jent up-North. In 1956, ‘the: #78
:::s*rext’ired‘:ﬂe swas also inducted

' _into-the Canadian, Millikin,-De-
] f"lc!;tur arid Belleville News-Demo-

‘ Halls of Fame, He later re-.
m from’™ the -Army “Aviation.

-Command in St. Louis. He-was a
-member of Westview Baptist

. Chuirch;Belleville; Belléville-Elks
"~ Lodge- 481; an
- Naval Air Corps veteran. He was

d World War II

" a devoted husband, father and
grandfather, who held . closest in
rt the Jove, joy and despest
tment_for- -his—family. -He
ose m.

'd}_le?mm ‘preceded in death by
his" parents, Dr.-Arthur ‘W. and
‘Nellie, fice. Stehfest, Wagner; two
-brothers, - Dr:-Myron -W. Wagner
“and Dr. Arthur W. Wagner; anda
great-granddaughter, Alexis Wag:

MM&J&&, Mm J.,

<. . == ball.gnd.won nine athletic letters, ~ . pee:-Rothgangel, Wagner of Bel:
presidency of the senior class, rec- “é?m?’whom ‘he ma:-ngped‘J\;ly 13,
*_ognition in “Who’s Who Among - 1946, they celebrated 51 years of
. “Students in American Colleges & ___;,gmriage together; a son, Michael
.. _ Universities” and was- voted —_j —cpam)- Wagner—of- Seattle,
¢ ——“Campus King" by the students. ~ pgeh; three daughters,-Maxtha
He entered the Naval Air Corps __.J. Wagner -of—Fairview..Heights,
in 1943 as a pilot 'and played for ~ 1. Sara E. (Mark) Boyd of Fr
|~ ~ the famed lowa Seahawks Navy .purp T, ayd Rebecca L. Beatty
4 " football team, active service kept - r Bé]levﬁle,:mf;"- eiglit grandchil-
17 him -from" playing in 1944 and - Erica, P in, Kristi
. 1545, but be returned. i 1946 To wg’@%wm er, Brin_and
report to the Detroit Lions train- . - great-grandchild,
= - -ing camriéfmgnguthat'ﬁmzl ‘e g&r:h’ - a3 i
I --=° was sent-to the Montreal Alou- - ™% e
ettes. In his. niné ‘years with thc - Funeral service WoL o
= Alouettes, from-1946 to 1964, he _ &M USFCRYs TB ol L Puneral
= set-many recofds- including gain- ~ George Bell ‘-!.r“ il ~ith - the
"7 ing the’ All-Star Talfback"slot on- ..o O Ji Rﬁgzmson’ officiating.
the Big Four Team for four years; ‘Brother wﬂ'lnbe in Valballa. Gar-
" the All Eastern Team for four Bmml’ of M : Cémetety-:---ﬁelé
%ears; f and the AllH C:nhaiaﬁ” me ' —ary : e
eain f6rtwo years. He has won . v A ¥
all meanners of Most Valuable --FnendsAmay cgllsm :h: g:
Player Awards: The Jeff Russel ::y;-;f;{m“glﬁrl '
! . Memorial..Trophy,-the . McAlpine -~ B ome. .
] Trophy nd the Lord Calvert Tro- ~ _In lieu of flowers, membriols
i phy. In his nine years of Cana- may be made to Hospice -

Baptist Church Together

I~ Daild Tand
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