RIC LAPOINTE takes thoughts of a recent death and a life-changing university career into football's Hall of Fame
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Eric Lapointe attributes his success to his experiences at Mount Allison University.

score. I know people say that
about certain skilled play-
ers, but Eric was one of those
guys. He was capable of going
110 yards and it was a pleas-
ure to coach him.

“He was highly skilled, but
had all the other attributes
... the leadership, hard work,
all that stuff rolled into one
guy. He could do it all. He was
a flat-out speedster. He could
run over a guy or cut back
against the grain. He was fast
by anybody’s standards. He
wasthat special.”

Born in Jonquiére, La-

to Mt. Allison, in Sackville,
N.B., in 1994. The team was
coached by Marc Loranger, a
francophone, its roster filled
by many players from Quebec.
Besides, Université Laval was
launching its program only
in '95, Lapointe believing the
Rouge et Or would struggle
until becoming established.
Lapointe went to the Mari-
times not knowing a single
word of English, he admits,
so ill-equipped he couldn’t
register himself for classes
in French literature. Indeed,
asked on the form for his mid-

“I'm excited, but it’s hard to push aside
(the fact) someone important to myself
and my family is now gone.”

Eric LapoiNTE

pointe’s family moved to
Brossard when he was 12 and
he started to play football two
years later with the St. Hu-
bert Rebelles. A physical kid
who liked to run and tackle,
his first position was tight
end. He moved to defence
and enjoyed playing safety,
although 1t was the defenswe

level who saw a rumung -back
in Lapointe. He made the
transition as a midget.
Lapointe, then a unilingual
francophone, committed

dle name, Lapointe printed
“Ric,” his nickname. For four
years his student-identifica-
tion card at the school listed
him as Eric Ric Lapointe.

“I thought the fransi-
tion would be easier with a
francophone coach in place,”
hesaid.

Althoughhxsmaaorenabled

his native language Lapointe
went to his English-based
classes with a dictionary.
“The first semester, I was
so afraid of everything,” he

remembered. “I didn’t know
anything about the rest of the
country. Ilearned by bringing
my dictionary and trying to
figure out what was going on.
You learn on Saturday night.
After a couple of beers, you
feel bilingual. Then you wake
up on Sunday and you can’t
speak at all. It's unbeliev-
able how a human being can
adapt when you don’t have
the choice.”

In virtually no time, La-
pointe became bilingual,
graduating not only with
his degree, but a minor in fi-
nance. The Washington Red-
skins sent a scout to Sackville

. his second year;, but declaring

his name for the National
Football League draft would
have ended his collegiate eli-
gibility. So Lapointe spurned
the temptation, returning
only to blow his knee out in
an exhibition game his third
year. That required a fourth
season, but the Redskins
were never toreturn.

It was symbolic in many
ways, Lapointe’s pro career
a series of near misses and
could-have-beens, too many
of his coaches unwilling to
look beyond his birth certifi-
cate and non-import status.
Drafted in the third round

(20th overall) by Edmontonin -

1999, the Eskimos attempted
to convert him into a fullback.

When the experiment tailed, =

he was released at tralmng
camp. (411

Lapointe was preparmg
for a fifth university season
when he was signed by Ham-
ilton. Lapointe gained 187
yards on only nine carries
his first game against Win-/
nipeg, but was traded to the
Argonauts the following sea-
son, signing with the Alsasa’
free agent in 2001. In the 2005
East Division final, Lapointe
replaced an injured Robert
Edwards in the second half,
gaining 112 yards on 15 car-
ries, along with three touch-
downs, in Montreal's 33-17
victory. Lapointe started in
the Grey Cup the following
week. He scored twice, but
washeldto46yards on licar
ries in the double-overtlme
lossto Edmonton.

Lapointe, a financial
analyst, retired one season
later and now heads the Als"
alumni association. Q

With the emergence of
talented Canadian backs —
B.C.’s Andrew Harris andj
Jon Cornish of Calgary — it
would be easy to suggest La-
pointe was ahead of his time.
Buthehasnoregrets.

“I had a great eight-year
career,” he said. “You can al-
ways make it sound like your
career could have been better.
At one point, you must accept
what happened. If youlooked'
at my first training camp, it
looked like I was done, right
away. I have nothing fo be’
ashamed of.”

And, while acknowledging’
it wasn’t going to be easy de-
liveringhisspeechat Friday's
dinner, Lapointe was clear on
its theme before he got on the’
plane,

“I’'m going to talk about
the impact Mt. Allison had
on my life. It made a huge dif-
ference,” he said. “I'm a more
complete person after going
to Mt. A. I work in finance.
That comes from Mt. A. I
speak English. That comes
from Mt. A. I'm a better pet-

“son, and that comes from Mt.
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