 FOCUS ON: CFL Defensive-tackle Wilson retiresis a member of the Alouettes after eight seasons inieague

It’s time to turn a chapter”’
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MAED. 23 MAY Zorz
here wereno tearsand,
I given the fact he lives
several hours away, no
sfficial sendoff with a news
conference.

Instead, former Alouettes
defensive-tackle Eric Wilson
was going to celebrate his re-
tirement withararenightout
~dinner with his wife, capped
off with a cigar—a treat when
there’s a 2-year-old daughter
at home.

“I"'m happy and sad, but it's
time to turn a chapter,” Wil-
son, 34, told The Gazette Tues-
day night from Westchester,
N.Y. “This is part of the game
and ithastobe done. Asapro,
you know it's coming,”

The Als issued a release,
late Tuesday afternoon, of-
ficially announcing Wilson's
retirement. Wilson said he re-
quested his release last win-
ter, after he was approached
to renegotiate and when it
became apparent he mightno
longer fit in the team’s plans.
The Alsconfirmed hisrelease
on Feb. 14, and Wilson spoke
to The Gazette a month later—
his first public comments.

Wilson and his agent, Paul
Sheehy, scoped out potential
job opportunities in the Can-
adian Football League, talk-
ing to Hamilton and Toronto.
Neither team was prepared
to make a firm commitment,
so Wilson contacted Montreal
general manager Jim Popp,
informing him he wanted to
retire an Alouette.

Wilson spent eight seasons
in the CFL-thefinal five with
the Als. He had 54 defensive
tackles and five quarterback
sacks with Montreal, signing
with the Als as a free agent in
2007.

Wilson broke into the CFL
with Winnipeg, in 2002. He
was fraded to Saskatchewan
just before training camp
in '07. Indeed, Wilson was in
Chicago, driving to Winnipeg
from his father's Michigan
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end of it," says Eric Wilson, enjoying a cigar during the 2009 Grey Cup paradin Moryeal.

home, when he learned of
the deal — a day before train-
ing camp. He refused to re-
port to the Roughriders, was
suspended and eventually re-
leased, then quickly snatched
by the Als, who converted
him to a defensive lineman.
Wilson was a guard at Win-
nipeg and with the Miami
Dolphins. When he returned
to the Blue Bombers in 2006,
he moved to tackle. He’ll be
remembered as one of the

few CFL players - and amog
the most recent —to start ;m
both offence and defence.

“T'll take that trade (going
to Montreal instead of Sas:
katchewan) any time,"” said
Wilson, who captured con-
secutive Grey Cups with the
Als in 2009-10. I never played
for the stats. My passion was
playing the greatest game on
Earth. I'm blessed to be retir-
ing having suffered only min-
or injuries.

“Jim Popp §ve me t3e abil-
ity to come tMontrei and
(head coach)larc Trestman
is an unbelirable caach,”
added Wilsorwho alsolaud-
ed Mike Sidair, the Als’
defensive-linoach.

Like manMontreal de-
fenders, lagsseason was
bittersweet £ Wilson. The
Als’ defencétruggled, in

part due to &ny injuries,
especially ime secondary
Eut the teanlso had diffi-

culty on setond down. Th
Als playeda zone defence
primarily under forme
defensivecoordinator Tin
Tibesar, wio's now at Purdue
Opposing teams were able b
complet¢passes, and sustai
drives, Iy methodically mov
ing downfield.

At tle same time, the Al
failed o record a sack ove
the fisal four games, includ
ing tieir double-overtim
loss it home in the East Div
isior semifinal, against the
Tiga-Cats. Wilson dressec
fori7 regular-season games
incuding 14 starts. He had 1
tadsles and one sack, record
ing¢ stats in 10 of his games
Ht also recoverad a fumble
hid one tackle for a loss and
kiocked down one pass.

“I never played the game
_fir stats,” he said. “I bounced
letween offence and defence,
fiways doing what the coach
isked. That was my whole
"It seems like anyone over
28 or who has played six or

"gight years, they're retiring

or being released,” Wilson
idded. “It's a weird vear. But
he whole thing wasdoneina
rofessional manner I wasn't
grewed or scrutinized.
uld I play another year?
robably”

Wilson has some irons in
t!; fire, although unsure of
hinext move. He has applied
foa salesman's position with
thGeneral Cigar Co. and, in
mbJune, returns to hisalma
mer, Michigan, toassistina
fodall camp. He might also
halle some recruiting for
hisgent. And Wilson’s look-
Ingrward to his first sum-
meit home.

“lon’t understand what it
is &' he admitted. “In June,
whel don’t have 30 pounds
of p& and am not sweating,
@:’ll sk in. This is the end of
| A
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