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Alouettes' speedster Hawkins remains on the limp 

Appears to be on 
outside looking in 
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lt has been almost nine 
months since talented Andrew 
Hawkins sUl;ltained a frac
tured r ight ankle in the East 
Division fmal-long enough 
that he could have fathered a 
child in the interim. 

But whiJe that miracle of 
life could have occurred, it 
hasn't been enough time for 
Hawkins to recover and r e
turn to the Alouettes roster. 
He remains on the team's 

disabled list, collecting 60 
per cent of his salary, and is 
at practice on a daily basis, 
working out on the sideline 
with other injuredplayers. 

No time frame has been 
established for his potential 
return. 

"The complexity of the hu
man body," said Hawkins, 
who underwent surgery in 
early December for a broken 
fibula. He also sustained liga
ment damage in the ankle. A 
plate and six screws were in
serted duringtheprocedure. 

"It's hard to say, but I 
think I'm extremely close to 
playing," said the 5-foot-8, 
I6S-pound speedster. "The 
pieces will fall where they 
may. I hope to be outsoon:' 
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Injured Alouette Andrew Hawkins slips off blocking pad held 
by trainer Derek Della Rocca during practice t his week. 

F ::.:l ing to h is Montreal-based 

Hawkins, 24, dressed for 
only seven games as a rookie, 
but appeared on the precipice 
of greatness, providing the 
Als with speed and explosive
ness. He caught 13 passes for 
131 yards, while returning 
nine kickoffs for 163 yards. 
In the playoff game, against 
B.C_, he caught four passes 
for 40 yards, while returning 
a pair of kickoffs for 33 yards. 

Although it never was as
sumed Hawkins would be 
ready for the start of train
ingcamp, he was on the field 
and appeared to be making 
strides when he was placed 
on the disabled list "The tim
ingwas theworst it couldbe," 
headmitted. "Iwasfrustrated 
not to play in the Grey Cup ... 

But it seems that frustra
tion goes furthel: At least it 
did last week. 

Hawkins was spotted talk-

agent at last Friday's gam e, 
against Saskatchewan. Noth
ing unusual about that. How
ever, two days later, Hawkins 
posted a message on his Twit
ter account, indicating he 
was fInished withthe Als. 

"1 am no longer apart (sic) 
of the Montreal Alouettes. 
Appreciate my time with the 
club, but I am excited about 
,What the future holds." 

After originally denying 
any knowledge of the tweet 
on Tuesday, Hawkins admit
ted yesterday to being the 
author. Even one of his sur 
prised teammates, fullback 
Kerry Carter, responded to 
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the tweet, believing Hawkins 
had quit orwas released. 

"It was m iscommunica
tion, n ot frustration or ani
mosity. And I would never 
quit," Hawkins said. "In ball, 
sometimes things are beyond 
your control. We worked out 
the situation, and did in the 
nick of time. I'm stillwith the 
team. That's resolved_ That's 
the only thingI care about" 

Like others, Fred Wein

raUCh, Hawkins's agent, 
thought his client would be 
on the roster bynow. 

"He's hurt It's frustrating 
for everybody," Weinrauch 
said. "The guy wants to be 
playing. I know they want him 
in Montreal. At the end of the 
day, he's still withthe Als_" 

True. But Hawkins, in the 
option year of his contract, 
appears to be on the outside 
looking in. Tim Maypray 
has peti"ormed more than ad
equately on special teams, re
turning a pair of mi.ssed field 
goals for touchdowns. And 
the Als have more than a full 
complement of receivers. 
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