1999 CFL Season

BC Lions (13-5)

The Lions finished first in the West, but came up short in the Western final against Calgary.  The aging (ageless?) Damon Allen had a very good year, completing 60.5% of his passes and 4219 yards passing.  Forget about the other QBs, Kari Jones only threw 25 passes and Todd Marinovich dressed for all 18 games but never threw a pass.  The running star of 98, Juan Johnson went down to try his luck n the NFL which left a healthy Robert Drummond to be the feature back.  Drummond picked up 1309 yds and in most years would have been an All Canadian selection but Pringle and Kelvin Anderson beat him out.  Johnson did return to play six games after being cut by the NFL, but did not contribute much to the offence with only 145 yards rushing.  There is just not room for two star backs on the same team.  Mark Nohra stepped into the fullback position and picked up 256 yards rushing while spending most of his time blocking for Drummond.   The Lions have a strong core of receivers and the challenge is to find room for them all.  Canadian slotback Donald Blair led the team with 61 catches, Eddie Brown had 59, Jimmy “the jet” Cunningham had 41, Rod Harris had 30, Al Shipman 39 in only 9 games, Alfred Jackson had 36. Lloyd Henry had 21 in 6 games, and Jimmy Oliver had 13 in just 4 games.  For that matter, Robert Drummond snared 54 catches to finish third on the team in receptions.  The offensive line was solid, but contained only one all star in Jamie Taras who was All Canadian at center.

The Lions used mainly a 4-2-6 defence in 99.  The defensive line was very strong with Daved Benefield (9 sacks and All Canadian) at one end and Herman Smith (7 sacks at the other).  Johnny Scott was one of the tackles and Dave Chaytors and Noah Cantor split time at the other tackle spot and sometimes spelled off the other three starters.  The two linebackers were Antonio Armstrong and the outstanding rookie Pal LaCoste.  Eric Carter had a big year with 7 picks at one corner, while rookie Rafaol Ball manned the other corner spot for 10 games.  Derrick Lewis and Dale Joseph played the halfback spots and the two free safeties were Reggie Carthon and Rafael Armstrong who led the team with 88 tackles.

Bret Anderson took over the kickoffs from the aging Lui Pasaglia as Lui just does not have enough oomph left in his leg.  Lui did a creditable job punting with a 42.0 yard average, but clicked on only 63.8% of his field goals and his longest was only 47 yards.

Calgary (12-6)
Calgary finished second n the West, but edged out BC in the Western final before losing to Hamilton in the Gray Cup.  A healthy Dave Dickenson in the Gray Cup might have made it a closer game, but we will never know for sure.  The Stamps had injury problems all year at QB.  Dickenson was their number one man, but he threw only 343 passes, but had a very nice 63.8% completion percentage.  When Dickinson got hurt, the Stamps went to Mike McCoy who completed 63.9% of his 183 attempts..  When McCoy also got hurt, Calgary resorted to their number three QB, Henry Burris who competed 60.0% of his 60 passes.  When Burris got hurt, well Calgary had McCoy or Dickinson ready to hobble back onto the field.  Oteman Sampson did dress for all 18 games, but threw only two passes and was the number 3 QB behind whatever other two QBs were dressed.  Calgary also dressed Heith Rylance, formerly of the Roughriders, for two games but he saw no action.    Kelvin Anderson had another excellent season (1306 yards) and edged out Robert Drummond to join Mike Pringle as the All Canadian running backs.  Duane Ford did his usual good job of blocking but only carried the ball 6 times while playing fullback.  As you might expect with those high completion percentages from the QBs, the receivers put up some nice numbers.  As usual, Allan Pitts led the way with 97, but Vince Danielson had 71, Travis Moore had 70 and Marcus Dowdell who came over from Edmonton had 46.  Canadian Aubrey Cummngs filled in off the bench and snagged another 32.  On the offensive line, Calgary started the year without all star Fred Childress who tried his luck in the NFL and then returned to play eight games.  Byron Thomas got the thankless task of filling in for Childress and was released when Childress returned. The rest of the offensive line consisted of Crysdale at center, Jay McNeil, Rocco Romano and Rohn Meyer.  McNeil had some injury problems and the Stampeders filled his spot with american Thomas Rayham (6 games).  Romano received recognition for his job in opening up holes for Anderson by being named an All Canadian at tackle.

On defence there were no all stars on the line, but Ray Jacobs, Jeff Traversy, Steve Anderson and Jermaine Miles all had solid seasons.  Linebacking was strong led by Alondra Johnson and the unsung Daryl Hall.  Anthony McClanahan missed the entire year with an injury and his spot at linebacker was taken by Kevin Johnson who did a creditable job.  Uncertainty over whether McClanahan could return led to the Stamps letting the linebacker leave and sign with Saskatchewan for 2000 as a free agent.  In the backfield, William Hampton was All Canadian at one corner, while Marvin Coleman manned the other corner.  Safety Greg Frers and defensive half Jackie Kellog were both Western All Stars with rookie Shadwick Criss playing the other halfback spot.

On the kicking side of things, Tony Martino was yet another player who tried and failed to make a go of it in the NFL.  When he did return his punting average dipped to 42.8, down from 48.2 in 1998.  Martino’s replacement was Scott McKenzie who managed a 42.3 yard average which nearly matched the former all star punter.  Mark McLoughlin id the rest of the kicking and hit on a very good 81.4% of his fieldgoals with his longest being 51 yards.

Edmonton (6-12)
The Eskimos were glad to have Saskatchewan around or they might not have made the playoffs under Don Matthews.  Injuries and poor performances kept anyone from stepping up and claiming the number1 QB job in 99.  Nealon Greene is probably their QB of the future but he had injury problems and completed only 55.1% of his passes.  Greene is an excellent runner, however, and piled up 878 yards and a 9.1 average.  The downside of that was that he often chose to run instead of throwing the ball.  None of the other QBs, Marcus Crandell, Kevin Mason or Dan Crowly showed much as they filled in for Greene.  Troy Mills did have an excellent year at running back, piling p 1022 yards despite only playing in 11 games.  When Mills was injured, Edmonton filled in with Canadian Sean Millington (550 yds) and Bobby Phillips(114 years in 2 games).  With Mills in the lineup, Millington became mainly a blocking back.  Terry Vaughn was the top receiver with 75 catches, Edward Hervey got 48 and then it tailed off.  Marc Tobert (33 catches) and Ricky Walters (27 catches) split time at the other slotback spot, while Donnie Ashley caught 25 at wide receiver.  Ashly excelled more at special teams and was good enough to push Gizmo Williams to the number two spot or even out of the lineup as Gizmo played only 11 games.  On the line, rookie Hicham El-Mashtoub took over at center which allowed Leo Groenwegen to move back to guard.  The rest of the all Canadian line was completed by Val St. Germaine, Chris Morris and Bruce Beaton.

Three quarters of the defensive line was stable for most of the year with Malvin Hunter at one end, and Robert Brown and Doug Peterson in the middle.  Rookie Tyrone Hines started the season at the other end (9 games 2 sacks) and when he was injured, Grant Carter was picked up from Winnipeg after his release from the Bombers took over at rush end.  Leroy Blugh who had been a starter in 98 held out in training camp and lost his job to Hines and then to Carter, but backed up the defensive line.  Rookie Terry Ray captured a Western All Star selection at one outside linebacker spot.  Anthony Fogle, a converted DB, and AJ. Gass were the other regulars.  In the backfield, Kavis Reed had to retire after eight games due to a neck injury and he was replaced by Eric Edwards.  Marcello Simmons played the other corner with Torey Hunter and mainly Charles Anthony playing inside.  The only Canadian in the backfield was safety Chris Hardy.

Still another player who failed an NFL tryout was kicker Sean Fleming.  In his absence, the Esks used bare foot american kicker Jon Baker and they probably should have stuck with him for the whole year.  In his eight games, Baker hit 71.4% of his fieldgoals while Fleming in his six games only managed 53.6%.  Matt Kellett (41.0 average) did the punting until Fleming returned and also did some place kicking hitting 11 of 14 field goal attempts.

Saskatchewan(3-15)
It was another sad story for the Roughriders in 99.  A last place finish ended up costing Al Ford his GM position and Cal Murphy his head coaching job.  Reggie Slack had a substance abuse problem and when he did come back had a sub par year with only a 55.8% completion percentage in 226 attempts.  Steve Sarkasian replaced Slack as the starting QB and while he showed some promise, he completed only 56.9% of his passes and threw 21 interceptions compared to only 16 touchdowns in 290 attempts.  Mike Saunders gave Saskatchewan a decent running game with 971 yards despite missing four games and the tailback also caught 38 passes.  Shawn Daniels collected 140 yards rushing and was used almost entirely as a blocking back.  With the QB problems, pass receptions were down and Curtis Mayfield led the team with 53.  Eric Guiliford caught 50, Don Narcise had 47 and Dan Farthing slipped to 36.  Narcisse kept his consecutive game streak with at least one reception intact, but he was often reduced to a token catch in a game and was not a real threat on offense anymore.  The offensive line was adequate, though John Terry as usual stood out at tackle and was named to the western all star team.

Defensively, the Riders used a lot of players.  The two highlights were western all starts Willie Pless at middle linebacker and Neal Smith at defensive end.  Pless, a longtime allstar in Edmonton, finished his career with an impressive 102 tackles to lead the team and added 7 sacks.  Smith led the team in sacks with 9 despite playing only 14 games..  R-Kal 'Trulak had a sold season at the other end spot, while Colin Scrivener and mainly Michael Larson manned the tackle spots.  Rookie Bamidele Ali showed promise at one linebacker spot and a host of others saw some playing time.  Veteran Dan Rashovitch was mainly a backup in his final season.

The weakest part of the defense was probably the secondary which was pretty much luncheon meat for most of the season.  Todd McMillon was probably the best of the bunch at cornerback and he jumped to the NFL after the 99 season.  Doug Craft played the other corner sometimes and was cut at the end of the season.  Shannon Garrett and Mark Tate played the half back spots and either Curtis Gallick or Glen Rogers manned safety.

Paul McCallum had a solid season doing all the kicking and while he hit 81.5% of his fieldgoals, he only attempted 22 which shows that the rider offence did not get the ball into scoring position that much in 99.

Montreal Alouttes(12-6)
Can you say Mike Pringle?  With 322 carries and 1656 rushing yards, Pringle was once again the heart and soul of the Montreal offence.  At QB, injuries hobbled Tracy Ham  (60.4% and 212 attempts) and he split the time pretty much equally with Anthony Cavillo (66.7% and 259 attempts).    Michael Soles did his normal yeoman work blocking for Pringle and added 37 receptions coming out of the backfield.  Pringle actually missed two games and Thomas Haskins (52 carries for 271 yards) stepped in show that given the chance, he could be a number one back.  With the emphasis on running the ball, receptions were down.  Ben Cahoon and Jock Climie tied for the lead with 51 though Climie only played 11 games.  Cahoon, for his part, was named All Canadian at wide receiver.  Tyree Davis caught 43 at the other wide out position and Alanzo Browning stepped into the regular lineup after Christ Armstrong was released to nab 33 in his rookie season.  Up front the Als boast one of the best offensive lines with Oteke and Vercheval making All Canadian.  Sutherland is steady at center while Brian Chiu and Neal Fort complete the line.

A couple of all stars in Jason Richards and Elfrid Payton led the defence.  Payton picked up 16 sacks which would normally be enough to lead the league, but 1999 saw Joe Montford wrack up 26.  Swift Burch (5 sacks) and Ed Philion (6 sacks) complete the line.  Rashan Giddings is a rarity 9n the CFL, a Canadian starting at middle linebacker.  He is flanked by fellow Canadian Stefan Reid and Tracy Gravely.  It is an all American backfield with Dwight Henry and Irv Smith at the corners, Baron Miles and Mark Washington inside and Lester Smith at the safety spot.  Miles was named All Canadian and Irv Smith joined him on the eastern all star team.  Rookie Canadian Davis Sanchez (3 interceptions) was often thrown in as a sixth defensive back in passing situations.

Terry Baker handles all the kicking.  The best part of his game is his punting (47.4 average) but he did a creditable job placekicking as he hit 40 of 52 field goal attempts for a 45.9% average.

Hamilton Tiger-Cats(11-7)

While Hamilton struggled at times during the regular season, the pitch and catch show of Danny McManus (59.6%, 5318 yards) to Darren Flutie (84 receptions) gave the Tabbies a win over Montreal in the Eastern final and took them past Calgary to win the Gray Cup   The other two QBs, Ledbetter and Montressa Kirby, rarely got off the bench as McManus threw 611 passes.  Reggie Williams played all 18 games but had injury problems and just scraped over the 1000 yard mark with 1025 rushing yards.  Archie Amerson is listed as a running back, but he carried the ball only four times in 99.  When Williams and / or Amerson were injured, the Tiger-Cats went with rookie Canadian Eric Lapoint who piled up 691 yards.  Besides Flutie, McManus liked to use his running backs as targets coming out of the backfield with Amerson catching 47 passes and Williams 40.  A trio of Canadian receivers freed up imports for other spots and they all had good seasons.  Mike Morreale caught 46 passes, Andrew Grigg picked up 45 and both were topped by rookie Corey Grant who nabbed 55.  The Tiger-Cats used a couple of speedy receivers on special teams and also threw them into the offence when needed.  Troy Akings caught 17 passes and Curtis Jackson had 5.  The offensive line set a record that may never be touched as they gave up only 7 sacks for the entire season!  The line features three Americans, Chris Burns, Dave Hack and Seth Dittman as well as Eastern all star center Carl Coulter and Tim Prinsen.

Defensively, Joe Montford at rush end piled up an amazing 26 sacks which rather overshadowed the rest of a good d-line composed of Mike Philbrick, Jeff Cummins and Gonzalo Floyd.  Floyd missed five games due to injuries as well as the Gray Cup and his spot was taken by Tim Terry.  Calvin Tiggle was also outstanding as usual in the middle linebacker slot with 106 tackles and Joe Hagins and Lamar McGriggs turned in solid performances beside him.  The secondary featured two All Canadian selections in safety Rob Hitchcock (52 tackles, five fumble recoveries) and Gerald Vaughn (51 tackles and 9 interceptions).  Tommy Henry, Orlando Steinauer, and Chris Shelling complete the defensive backfield.

Paul Osbaldiston handled all the kicking.  He had a good field goal percentage at 81.1% and averaged a solid 42.7 yards per punt.

Toronto Argonauts(9-9)
The Argos could not decide on a number one QB and that lack of decision and lack of leadership led to a .500 team.  Sometimes the Argos would look very good and other times they would look horrible.  Jay Barker (270 attempts and 55.2%) and Jimmy Kemp (58.4% and 239 attempts) were the two QBs that never stepped up to become the number one man.  On the bright side, the Argos had a strong running game as Ryan Terry had 762 yards in 13 games and Tony Burse drove for 431 yards in 11 games.  Other than special teams, however, Pinball Clements did not contribute a whole lot to the offense.  He ran the ball only 58 times for 249 yards and added another 249 yards on 30 catches.  Those numbers are a far cry from his career highs.  Part of the Argo problem were players lost to the NFL.  Derrell Mitchell returned to catch 39 passes in the last ten games, but he had caught 180 the year before.  Paul Masottie slipped to only 30 catches while the top two receivers on the team were Andre Kirwin with 62 and Tyrone Brown with 57.  There was also a lot of switching around on the offensive line that did not help.  Dwayne Morgan went off to the NFL and came back to play only eight games, the Argos traded Patrick Kesi to Winnipeg part way through the year (7 games with Toronto, 9 with Winnipeg) and added Craig Hendrickson (9 games with both Winnipeg and Toronto).  In fact none of the offensive linemen played in all 18 games.  Center Chad Folk came the closest at 17.  One strange twist of the Argo offense was to pull both Barker and Kemp and use cornerback Adrion Smith at QB along with other defensive players.  The Argos used this formation, mainly to run the ball (Smith only threw two passes) and try and wear down the opposition.  The formation included huge Demetrius Maxie at  running back (3 carries for 34 yards). And was sometimes effective.

Demetrius Maxie, who had an All Canadian year at defensive end (11 sacks), and Canadian Mike O’Shea (84 Tackles, 3 interceptions) led the defence.  Inoke Brekterfield, Cameron Chance and Jermaine Haley joined Maxie on the defensive line, while the linebacking corps fluctuated a bit.  AT one time the Argos used three Canadians at linebacker.  Beside O’Shea, the other Canadian linebackers were Kelly Whiltshire and Glen Young who had several years of NFL experience.  Young also played some rush end and after he was hurt (he played only 11 games), his spot was filed by Fred Perry.  In the backfield, when he was not moonlighting at QB, Adrion Smith picked up All Canadian honours at CB.  Another Smith, Donald played the other corner spot with Antonio Bonner and Alundis Brice in the middle and Martavius Houston at safety.

Noel Prefontaine (47.7 average) did the punting and rookie Dan Giancola handled the rest of the kicking.  Giancola connected on 48/61 field goal attempts for a good success rate of 78.7% and a longest successful attempt of 54 yards.

Winnipeg Blue Bombers(6-12)
At one point the Bombers were even worse than Saskatchewan, but they got better as the year went on and found some pieces to their puzzle.  Kerwin Bell is not a mobile QB, but he had a good 59.5% completion percentage and neither Troy Kopp or Brian Ah Yat got off the bench much.  Dealand McCullough with 990 yards in 15 games appeared to solve the problem at running back while the Bombers used a troika of Canadians to block at fullback in Paul Blackwood, Brad Yamoka and Bruce Boyko.  The receiving corps showed promise, led by All Canadian Milt Stegall (73 catches), Chris Armstrong (47 catches), Robert Gordon (59 catches) and Joseph Rogers (33 catches in 10 games).  The Bombers also showed they have depth at the receiver spot as they used Geroy Simon (34 catches in 10 games) and Reggie Swinton (14 catches in 7 games including 3 games with Edmonton).  Swinton also saw duty running back punts and kickoffs.  The offensive line has a few question marks and needs some stability.  Dave Vankoughett was his usual solid self at center and Chris Perez looked good at tackle.  Other than that, things were a bit up in the air as the Bombers traded Craig Hendrickson to Toronto halfway through the year and then added Patrick Kesi from Toronto.

The defensive line is very good, led by Bennie Goods (5 sacks in 16 games) at one end and Tyrone Rogers at the other.  Veteran Glen Scrivener played one tackle spot and Joe Fleming the other.  The early season problems did see the release of all star Grant Carter, however, and Edmonton was only too eager to pick up on Winnipeg’s mistake.  Behind the line, the linebacking corps is solid with the underrated  Henry Newby in the middle, Eric Johnson and Maurice Kelly flanking him.  There are no all stars n the backfield, but a competent group led by corners Brandon Hamilton and Eddie Lee Thomas, defensive backs Rashid Gayle and Harold Nash, and safety Tom Europe.  Everyone but Europe is American.

Bob Cameron still handles the punting and his 42.8 yard average was decent.  Troy Westwood clicked on only 34 of 49 attempts (69.4%) and needs to improve.

