1997 CFL Season

This was Doug Flutie’s last season in the CFL and he went out in style by winning the Grey Cup with the Argos.

Toronto Argonauts

Toronto finished first in the East with a 15-3 record and pretty much coasted to a Grey Cup victory.  Doug Flutie went out with a bang, completing 63.9% of his passes, with over 5000 yards passing and 47 touchdowns. Pinball Clemons caught 122 passes while Paul Masotti and Darrel Mitchel caught 77 passes each as the other primary targets for Flutie passes.  The other two Canadian receivers did get used much as Dmytryshyn caught 22 and Kirwin caught 21.  Toronto did not run the ball much (only about 32% of the time), but Robert Drummon cracked 1000 yards despite missing three games. Pinball had only 315 yards and was mainly used as a receiver.  The offensive line featured two All Canadians with Kiselak at center and Vercheval at guard.

The defense features three guys names Smith in the backfield.  Donald and Les Smith were both All Canadians as was Johnnie Harris and the fourth All Canadian on defense was Rob Waldrop at defensive tackle.  The Argos did not have many injuries, so most of the starters played all 18 games.  The only regular under 14 games was Eric Johnson who played only 6 games.  Johnson is an import, and there are no other import linebackers listed for the Argos, so they seem to have gone with six defensive backs much of the season.  Four of their regulars in the defensive backfield played 18 games, Donald Smith played 14, Charles Anthony played 9, and Demetrius Bonner played 8.  Mike Vanderjagt was an All Canadian at kicker before leaving to go to the NFL in 98.

Montreal Alouttes

The Als finished second in the East with a 13-5 record.  The transplanted Baltimire franchise featured a strong running game as Mike Pringle piled up 1775 yards on 306 carries.  Montreal ran the ball 46% of the time, mainly with Pringle and QB Tracy Ham who had 584 yards on the ground.  Michael Soles with 34 carries and 123 yards was mainly a blocking back and a sometimes pass receiver with 26 catches.   Ham had an average season as a QB, completing only 56.7% of his passes which earned him a 3 at QB.  Considering how much Montreal ran the ball, Jock Clime (89) catches and Chris Armstrong (80 receptions) both had very good years.  The other two receivers did not see the all much as Coleman caught 31 and Nigel Williams caught only 25 which was less than both Pringle (33) and Soles.  The offensive line is solid with Beaton an eastern allstar at guard and Oteke a CFL all star at tackle.  The only position that saw much change was at the other guard where Mark Dixon only played 7 games and the rest was made up by a number of other players.

The three standouts for the Als on defense are Elrid Payton at defensive end (14 sacks and All Canadian), Doug Peterson (Eastern All Star) at defensive tackle, and linebacker Tracy Gravely who had 78 tackles.  The Als seemed to have used a three man line about half the season.  Both Charboneau and Hipz played significant amounts of time as they had 17 and 19 defensive tackles respectively.  To get them in the regular line-up, however, you would hae to sit out an import.  Canadian safety Tom Europe only played 9 games, and his replacement was import Anthony Drawhorn, an import.  When Drawhorn was in the lineup, the Als had to drop an import which seemed to be at linebacker as McSeed played 10 games and Randolph only 7.  With an import linebacker out, the Als would then put Carboneau and Hipz in at defensive tackle and go with a 4 man defensive line.

Winnipeg

The Blue Bombers mainly bombed in 97, finishing 4-14 and out of the playoffs as BC took their place finishing last in the west, but with a better record (8-10).  Chris Vargas rates only a 2 at QB with a 52.2% completion and more interceptions (20) than touchdowns (15).  Winnipeg tried a number of other players at QB including Kevin McDougal and Raymond Philyaw, niether of whom are exactly household names.  The Bombers ran the ball quite a bit with 41% of hteir plays being running payes.  Ronald Williams was their main running game with 211 carries and 1120 yards in only 14 games.  Bruce Boyko, the other regular runningback, only carried the ball 6 times.  Tyrone Montgomery (85 carries, 301 yards) played 8 games filling in for Williams when he was injured, and the Bombers used both players out of the backfield for a few games.  You have to go down he list a fair distance before you come to the first Bomber in the receivng leaders.  Milt Stegal led the team with 61 catches, but was a serious deep threat with a 26.5 yard average, a longest reception of 105 yards and 14 touchdowns.  All of this earned him All Canadian honours at wide receiver.  The next most dangerous Bomber receiver was Joseph Rogers who nabbed 53 in 13 games, but only 7 of those were with Winnipeg as he started the season in Calgary where he played 6 games.    The other wide receiver positions were shared among a number of players.  One player to note is Dexter Dawson who played a multi-purpose role for the Bombers.  He saw duty mainly at Wide Receiver where he caught 37 passes, but he was also pressed into use at running back (23 carries for 46 yards), at defensive half (14 defensive tackles), and was also their main punt and kickoff return specialist.

The Bomber’s defense had very little to write home about other than Shonte Peoples at linebacker (67 tackles, 13 sacks in 15 games) and Grant Carter (20 tackles, 4 sacks in 9 games).

Hamilton

As hard as it may be to believe, there was a team worse than the Bombers in 97.  Hamilton finished dead last in the division and the league at 3-15.  Anthony Calvillo had a deent year at QB, completing 57.6% of his passes, but he only played 13 games because of injuries and threw almost as many interceptions (11) as touchdowns (12).  Veteran Rickie Foggie and youngster Mike Cawley filled in for Calvillo when he was injured, but hardly set the world on fire.  None of the other skill position players got above a 3 as the Tiger Cats used a number of people at wide receiver.  Archie Amerson had a decent year at running back (630 yards, but only 4.4 yard average in 15 games).  The leading Ticat receiver was even further down the list than the leading Bomber receiver, as Prince Wimbley led them with 42 catches. Amerson was actually second with 40.  This was the last season for a future hall of famer as Earl Winfield  caught 29 passes in only 6 games before retiring.  The offensive line was a weak group, allowing the most sacks in the league (54) and only Tom Nutten at center impressed as he was an eastern all start in his rookie year and then promptly left to try his luck n the NFL.

The defense is somewhat better than the offense for Hamilton as they did have two Eastern All Stars in Willie Whitehead at defensive end and Orlando Steinauer at the corner.  Calvin Tiggle was also solid at middle linebacker with 84 tackles.

Edmonton

The Eskimos finished first in the west with a 12-6 record.  The Esks did it with a strong passing game.  Danny McManus got a 4 for his 60.0% completion percentage.  Darren Flutie led with 90 receptions, but Robert Gordon had 71 and Eddie Brown had 54 in only 13 games.  The running game on the other hand was somewhat pathetic as Eric Blount had 672 yards and only a 3.8 yard average.  Tony Burse, the other regular running back, picked up only 254 yards and a 3.2 yard average.  The lack of success running is a bit puzzling considering the offensive line is quite good.  Thomas Rayam and Leo Groenewegen were both western all stars, and the Esks also had solid veterans in Rod Connop at Center and Vic Stevenson.  Both Burse and Blount missed games with injuries and Edmonton filled in mainly with Mike Sellers (40 carries, 133 yards) who is listed as a linebacker in the CFL guide.  Sellers must have played some at linebacker because he had 10 defensive tackles and an interception.

The defense was very good and led by All Canadian Willie Pless at middle linebacker.  Two other defenders, defensive half Glen Rogers Jr., and cornerback Kavis Reed were also All Canadians with Reed picking off 7 passes and Rogers 6.  Defenseive linemen Bernie Goods and Melvin Hunter were named western all starts as was safety Trent Brown.  The Eskimos seemed to have gone with six defensive backs for most of the year and that is their default defensive formation.

Calgary

The Stampeders finished second in the west at 10-8.   Jeff Garcia rated a 5 for his 62.5% completion perdentage, 4579 yards and 33 touchdowns.  If it was not for Doug Flutie, he would have been an All Canadian.  Kelvin Anderson with 1080 yards gives the Stamps a running game you have to respect, but they did most of their damage with the passing game.  Calgary has the best quartet of receivers in the league with Vince Danielson leading the team with 91 catches.  Terry Vaughn had 81, Travis Moore 72, and Alan Pitts 53 in only 11 games.  Duane Ford was the other running back, but had only two carries for the entire season.

The Stamps did a lot of shuffling around on the defensive line, looking for the right players, and because of injuries.  None of their linemen rated higher than a 3, but Bronzell Miller had 5 sacks in 9 games after joining the team in August.  The linebackers were the strength of the Stampeder defense with western all star Alondra Johnson (66 tackles), Daryl Hall (76 tackles) and Anthony McClanahan (66 tackles).   Malvin Coleman (81 tackles) was an All Canadian at cornerback.

Saskatchewan

The Riders finished third at 8-10, but caught fire in the playoffs and upset both Calgary and Edmonton to make it to the Grey Cup.  The green riders were no match for Doug Flutie and the Argos, but they had a good run at it.  In a simulation, however, you might be hard pressed to duplicate the Rider’s performance.  Reggie Slack had a bad year until the playoffs.  Completing only 52.6% of his passes, and throwing only 9 touchdowns passes.  Reggie’’s main contribution to the offense during  the regular season was his 406 yards rushing on 53 carries for a 7.7 yard average.  Slack missed 3 games with injuries and Kevin Mason (50.4%) did not set the world on fire.  Mason also ran the ball well, picking up 387 yards on 53 carries for a 7.3 yard average.  Overall, the Riders liked to run the ball, and at 42%, only the Als and Mike Pringle ran the ball more often.  Robert Mimbs started the season as the main ball carrier and he did a respectable job, 493 yards in 10 games.  Mimbs was replaced in the last 8 games and the playoffs by Mike Saunders who was picked up from Toronto.  Saunders had 588 yards in his 8 games in Saskatchewan.  With Toronto, Saunders had only 1 carry in seven games as the Argos used him at slotback.  The Rider offense picked up when Saunders replaced Mimbs aslo because Saunders was more of a dual threat as he had 25 receptions compared to just 10 for Mimbs.  The riders had good talent at wide receiver, though their numbers were not all that fantastic.  Don Narcisse led with 64 catches,  Dan Farthing had 58 and Rod Harris had 47 in 13 games  Curtis Mayfield made only 36 catches in 18 games, but was a deep threat with a 19.4 yard average.  While doing a good job opening holes for the running game, the rider offensive line was not so good at protecting the passer as they gave up a third worst 49 sacks.  John Terry, a western all star, anchored the offensive line at tackle.

The Riders used a lot of different players on defense, especially at linebacker.  Only Bobby Jurasin, an All Canadian, picked up a rating higher than 3.  Halfway through the season, the riders traded two thirds of their starting linebackers to Hailton (McGriggs and K.D. Williams) and they released the other starting linebacker, Henry Newby, in August after he played 9 games.  The linebackers for the second half of the season included Gary Rogers (8 games, 33 tackles and 2 sacks), Glen Clark (9 games, 42 tackles) and Darnell Small (5 games, 13 tackles) after he was released by Winnipeg.  The defensive backs were adequate, the best probably being Dale Joseph who was signed as a free agent by BC at the end of the 97 season.

BC

The Lions finished fourth in the west at 8-10, but picked up a wildcard berth in the playoffs thanks to Hamilton and Winnipeg.   The Lions loved to throw the ball and Damon Allen had a good year completing 64.8% of his passes for 4653 yards and 21 touchdowns.  Allen was also a major threat rushing the ball as he carried 111 times for 837 yards which was close to Sean Millington who was their number one running back with 865 yards.  Millington is a rarity in he CFL, a Canadian who can be the number one running back on a team.  Most Canadian running backs get relegated to blocking and catching the odd pass.  Millington also chipped in with 49 receptions and those stats earned him the outstand Canadian award for 97.  Corey Philipot who had over 1000 yards in the last three season was limited by injuries to only 68 carries and 304 yards in 14 games.  The Lions quartet of receives were probably the second best group behind Calgary as Allen gave them lots of chances to catch the ball.   Action Jackson led the team with 79 and was an All Canadian, Larry Thompson had 71, Al Shipman caught 45, and Mike Trevathan had 49.  Jimmie “the jet” Cunningham rejoined the team late in the season and caught 8 passes in the last game of the season, and added another 10 in the the Lions’ playoff loss to Montreal.  One unique thing about the Lions was that they had the only Canadian QB in the league.  Guilio Caravatta backed up Damon Allen and threw only 13 passes, but Allen and Caravatta wee the only two players to take a snap with the Lions in 97.  Caravatta also acted as a backup punter to Lui Pasaglia.

The Lions used the extra import spot created by Caravatta to start 10 imports on defense.  The defensive leaders were linebacker Maurice Kelly who received All Canadian recognition despite moving from cornerback to linebacker (60 tackles, 4 interceptions, 3 fumbles recovered), and defensive end Joe Fleming (9 sacks).

Lui Pasaglia was back for another year to do the kicking.  Pasaglia handled the place kicking and punting, but Bret Anderson did most of the kickoffs and the Lions tried Caravatta as the punter.  While Pasaglia may not have the leg strength to kick the long fieldgoals any more or do the kickoffs, he did connect on 35 of 45 field goal attempts for a 77.8 percentage, and you can rely on Lui to make the big kicks.

