2000 CFL in Review
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B.C. Lions

The BC Lions hardly looked like Grey Cup Champions to be when they stumbled out of the starting blocks in the first CFL season of the new millennium.  After firing head coach Greg Mohns, however, the Lions turned their season around and rode the arm of Damon Allen and the foot of Lui Pasaglia to three upset playoff victories, including the Grey Cup victory over Montreal.  Allen broke the career CFL records for most pass completions and yards passing by a QB in 2000, records both held by Ron Lancaster, and which many thought would never be broken.  Allen did not just back into the record book as a toothless old warrior but had an excellent season completing 61.7% of his 525 passes for 4840 yards.  Allen doesn’t run as much as he used to (58 carries for 284 yards) but he doesn’t have to with a backfield duo of Sean Millington (1010 yards) and Robert Drummond (823 yards).  Drummond also snagged 66 passes for another 752 yards as a receiver and the 66 catches led the team.  After Drummond Alfred Jackson had 59, Donald Blair had 46, Jimmy “the jet” Cunningham had 54 and Sean Grahem had 25 among the regulars.  Millington and Drummond had the benefit of a veteran offensive line led by Jamie Taras at center, Steve Hardin and Dan Payne at guards and All Canadian Chris Perez and Cory Mantyka at tackle.

On defense the Leos used mainly a 6 man defensive backfield with dual safties, dubbed the stinger and the wrecker.  For a Grey cup winner, the Lions used a lot of different players on defense, partly due to injuries and partly due to the early season problem of getting along with Greg Mohns.  With the numerous personal changeovers, it is hard to pick a “regular” lineup for the Lions but you generally had Eric Carter (16 games) at one of the cornerback slots, the twin Ball brothers Rapaol (16 games) & Raphael (16 games) and Derrick Lewis (15 games) at a halfback spot.  Other players who saw significant time in the backfield were Central McClellon (11 games), Michael Fletcher (10 games), Mike Crumb (11 games) and later in the season Chuck Levy.  Levy, who had NFL experience, was initially tried at running back because of injuries where he had 58 yards on 12 carries and caught 10 passes for 147 yards, but was then switched to cornerback and had 14 tackles.  The defensive line featured Herman Smith (24 sacks) at one end and Marvin Thomas (5 sacks) at the other.  Daved Benefield was moved to a linebacker spot for most of the season but returned to play some defensive end later in the season when Smith was injured.  The tackles were Canadian Noah Cantor and Eric England, though England also saw some duty as a linebacker.  Besides Benefield the other linebacker spot was a mish mash.  Former rookie standout Paul LaCoste returned after trying his luck south of the border but only played 5 games before being released, apparently not for lack of talent but excess of swelled head.  At the end of the season it was Carl Kidd (5 games 20 tackles) who had emerged as the starter.

One of the controversial things that Mohns did early in the season was to use two placekickers.  Veteran and fan favorite Lui Pasaglia was reduced to doing the “short” field goals while American Jon Baker was used for “long” field goals.  Ihe luxury of using an American for placekicking was just that and with Mohns gone, the kicking was all turned over to Lui who had an outstanding season with a 90.9% success rate, though in truth, Lui was not up to hitting the long field goals anymore.  Lui’s decreasing leg strength also showed up in his punting which dropped to a 38.8 yard average and the turning of kickoff chores over to Bret Anderson and / or Dan Giancola.  In the end, Lui went out a winner with a Grey Cup victory where he scored the winning points so all was well that ended well.

Calgary Stampeders

The Stampeders are the team that most people expected to be in the Grey Cup, but after finishing first, the Stamps bowed out to B.C. in the Western Final.  It might be a while before the Stamps make it back to the position of favorite as they lost yet another QB to the NFL when Dave Dickenson left.  Dickenson had a superb year in 2000, completing 64.3% of his 493 aattmpts for 4636 yards, throwing 36 touchdowns and only 6 interceptions.  The Stamps were in big trouble when Dickenson was injured as Troy Kopp was rather inept (53.5% and 10 interceptions with only 1TD pass).  Kelvin Anderson gave the Stamps another 1000 yard season, picking up 1048 yards despite missing 3 games.  When Anderson could not go, Rock Preston stepped in and picked up 504 yards on 71 carries for a 7.1 yard average, not bad for a backup.  Duane Ford was the fullback and limited almost totally to blocking as he carried the ball only 11 times for 18 yards and had 6 receptions and gave way in obvious passing situations to a fifth receiver.  The receiving quartet was very impressive as with Allen Pitts leading the way with 77 catches, Vince Danielson had 58, Travis Moore had 71 and rookie Marc Boerigter had 63.  Canadian Aubrey Cummings came off the bench in most passing situations and caught an impressive 53 passes as the fifth receiver.  The irony of it all for Pitts was that he was released after the 2000 season by a Stampeder team looking to add more youth to their team.  The offensive line of the Stamps is one of the best going with Jamie Clysdale at center, Jay McNeil and Fred Childress at guard, Rocko Romano and Thomal Rayham at tackle.

The Calgary defense was also a veteran and star laden one with Shonte Peoples (12 sacks) at one end, Ray Jacobs (14 sacks) at the other and Joe Fleming and Jeff Traversy between them.  Calgary had lost Anothony McClanahan to Saskatchewan in the off season, but the other two thirds of their outstanding linebacking corps was still in place with Alondra Johnson in the middle and Darryl Hall at one outside spot.  Canadian Jason Clemett stepped in to take McClanahn’s spot until the return of Kevin Johnson later in the year.  The backfield featured Marvin Coleman at one corner, Antony Prior at the other, Eddie Davis and Jackie Kellog at the halfs and Greg Frers at Safety.  Coleman, Davis and Frers were all named to the All Canadian team.

The kicking game was in the capable and veteran hands of Tony Martino (43.1 punting average) and Mark McLoughlin (78.2% field goal percentage).

Edmonton Eskimos

The Esks got a year of experience under the belt for young QB Nealon Greene and that may spell trouble for the rest of the league in 2001.  Everyone knew that Greene could run, but could he pass the ball effectively.  The answer seems to be yes as he hit on 62.2% of his 397 attempts and had 22 TD tosses with only 6 interceptions.  By the way, Nealon can still run as he galloped for 765 yards on 101 carries.  Those 765 yards ended up leading the team in rushing.  Injuries limited Troy Mills to only 6 games and 424 yards and when Canadian Mark Nohra was handed the job as the “feature back” he piled up 760 yards in 15 games but also had injury problems.  With the running game in injury problems, the receivers stepped up and the Edmonton quartet was not far behind the Stamps group.  Terry Vaughn, a former Stampeder actually bettered all his old team mates with 94 catches for 1216 yards, Kez McCorvey had 73 catches, Ed Hervey had 51 and Nigel Williams added 40.  Other than Patrick Cunningham at one guard spot, the Eskimos had a veteran offensive line with Leo Groenwegen at center, Val St. Germaine at the other guard spot and Bruce Beaton and Chris Morris at tackle.

Defensively, Edmonton was hurt by some injuries to key players.  The one that probably hurt the worst was the loss of Malvin Hunter who played only 7 games before suffering a season ending and what later proved to be a career ending injury.  Edmonton tried various people, including former Lion Steve Anderson, at Hunter’s end spot without much success.  Injuries also felled another key defensive lineman as Doug Peterson appeared in only 11 games.  Without Peterson and Hunter, there was not much in the way of QB pressure from the Eskimo line as tack Albert Reese  had 7 sacks and end Robert Brown had only 2.  Grant Carter was moved to MLB in 2000 and the jury is out on how successful that move is or will be.  Carter had 67 tackles and 6 sacks.  The two guys on either side of Carter were impressive ad Terry Ray racked up 96 tackles in an All Canadian season and Sigor Mobley returned to the CFL and Edmonton to record 78 tackles, 3 sacks and 3 interceptions.  Injuries also hurt the backfield as no one played all 18 games.  Ralph Staten came closest with 17 games and contributed 4 interceptions.  Chris Hard led the team with 6 interceptions while playing only 14 games at Safety.  Injuries kept Torey Hunter to only 9 games at halfback while Perry Carter only 9 at one corner and Jerome Peterson 12 at the other.  Other players who filled in because of the injuries included Canadian Dwayne Provo (18 games 33 tackles) and Shannon Garrett (9 games 29 tackles).

Kicking was one area that was below average for Edmonton in 2000 and there will be pressure to improve that area in 2001.  Sean Fleming did all the kicking and had a 42.3 yard punting average which is only adequate and hit on only 63.0% of his fieldgoals which is just not good enough.

Hamilton Tiger-Cats

The defending Grey champions didn’t play like it in 2000 and managed only a .500 record.  Much of the blame can be pinned on the shoulders of QB Danny McManus who hit on only 52.5% of his passes which is not good enough for a team that lives and dies with the pass.  Technically the Tiger-Cats use two running backs, but Archie Amerson carried the ball only 6 times in 2000 and was almost exclusively a pass receiver as he had 70 receptions for 1198 yards.  The only “receiver” to catch more passes than Amerson was Darren Flutie with 79.  Rounding out the receivers were Andrew Grigg with 59, Mike Morreale with 49 and Corey Grant with 32.  Ronald Williams supplied the running game with a strong 1284 yard season and added 28 receptions of his own.  The offensive line underwent some changes in 2000, but is still a solid line that provides good protection for McManus.   The line features three imports, Seth Dittman and Dave Hack at tackle and newcomer Gary Brown at guard.  Canadian Center Carl Coulter and Chris Burns at guard round out the line.

Some of the Tiger-Cat problems were in the defensive secondary where they lost some key players and had to go with three rookies:  Kevin Brooks at one corner, Nicholas Harper at the other and Jerry Urias half time at one half spot after Gerald Vaugn was injured.  The veteran holdovers in the backfield were Rob Hitchcock at safety and Chris Shelling at halfback.  The line and linebacking were stronger areas for the Tabbies.  Joe Montford provided his usual pressure from the end spot with 20 sacks while his counterpart at the other end, Gonzalo Floyd had 5.  Jeff Cummins and Michael Philbrick were solid at the tackle spots.  Michael O’Shea did everything expected of him at linebacker as he led the team with 90 tackles, while rookies Willie Fells and Sean Woodson filled the other two spots.

Paul Osbaldiston handled all the kicking and while his punting average was good (44.4), he hit on only 63.3% of his field goal attempts.

Montreal

Montreal runs the ball far more than any other team in the CFL and if you had Mike Pringle you would to.  Pringle piled up 1778 yards on 326 carries to run (no pun intended) away with the rushing title again in 2000.  Bruno Heppell was the other running back, but he was almost strictly there for blocking purposes as he had only 23 carries for 83 yards and 10 receptions.  Anthony Calvillo developed into a front line QB in 2000 after some tutoring from Tracy Ham in 99 and through for 4277 yards, completing 62.5% of his passes.  The main targets for Calvillo were Jock Clime with 67 catches from his slot back spot and Ben Cahoon with 71 from his wide receiver position.  Alonzo Browning caught 27 after taking over at the other slot but had injury problems and lost his job to Kevin Alexander (9 games 18 catches) and was traded after the year to Toronto.  Tyree Davis was the other regular wide reciever and he caught 48 passes.  Calvillo is not terribly mobile, but Montreal has one of the strongest front lines going and they provide lots of protection along with holes for Pringle.  Bryan Chiu moved to center and did nothing except become an All Canadian at that spot as was guard Pierre Vercheval.  Veteran Mike Sutherland had injury problems and lost his guard spot to Scott Flory.  At tackle Uzooma Oteke and Neil Fort are two of the top tackles in the game though early in the season Fort was a hold out and Oteke was trying out in the NFL.  Dwayne Morgan filled in for Oteke and played 12 games before he was traded to Toronto and Rick Cunningham played for Fort before being dealt to Edmonton when Fort returned to the fold.

The Montreal defense was led for most of the year by a rare phenomena, a trio of Canadain linebackers:  Stefan Reid (56 tackles) and Kelly Whiltshire (64 tackles) on the sides and Sheldon Benoit (33 tackles) in the middle.  Swift Burch (9 sacks) and Selvesta Miller (7 sacks) provided pass rush from the end spots while Jason Richards and Steve Charboneau manned the tackle spots.  The defensive backfield was probably the best in the league boasting a couple of All Canadians in Canadian Davis Sanchez and halfback Baron Miles.  The Smith boys both played well, with Les chipping in with 8 interceptions from his safety spot and Irv adding 3 at cornerback. Mark Washington also had 3 interceptions at the other halfback spot.  Alphonso Roundtree saw significant action as the extra defensive back, playing all 18 games, recording 31 tackles and 2 interceptions.

Terry Baker handled all the kicking for the Alouettes and had a good year with a 46.3 yard punting average and a 76.7% field goal success rate.

Saskatchewan Roughriders

Teams live and die according to how good their Quarterbacks are and that was very true for Saskatchewan in 2000.  The Riders lured Henry Burris away from Calgary with the promise of being the number 1 pivot.  Burris is a very mobile quarterback with a cannon for an arm, all he lacked was game experience.  While his inexperience hurt him, “Smiling Hank” brought excitement back to Roughrider football.  His completion percentage was only 53.5 but he put the ball up 576 times.  He had 30 touchdown passes, many spectacular, but he also had 25 interceptions, many due to inexperience and trying to force the ball into heavy coverage when he should have tossed it out of bounds.  The Rider fans were not that unhappy, however, as they felt with a years experience under his belt, Burris would only be better in 2001.  Unfortunately, the improvement might come in Green Bay as the Packers signed Burris in the off season.  Burris’s backups did not get much playing time, but Marvin Graves did show talent in the last couple of games of the season when Burris was injured as he hit on 43 of 77 passes (55.8%) and threw 6 touchdown passes compared to just two interceptions.  The Riders also found some other pieces to their puzzle in 2000 including two running backs.  Dione Tyler rang up 390 yards in 7 games with a 6.0 yard average before being hurt and his replacement, Darren Davis was even better with 1024 yards in 12 games and a 6.4 yard average.  The Riders also found a top notch receiver in Curtis Marsh who led the CFL with 102 catches for 1560 yards.  Along with dependable Dan Farthing (44 catches), import Eric Guiliford (73 catches) and speedster Demitris Bendros (39 catches), the Riders had a good mix of receivers for Burris to choose from.  The Riders had a solid offensive line led by All Canadian guard Andrew Greene and veteran tackle John Terry.  Jeremy O’Day moved into the center spot, while veterans Gene Makowsy at tackle and Dan Cominsky at guard rounded out the offensive line.

The defense had its good moments, but it generally was the defense that did the Riders in in 2000, especially an inexperience backfield.  It was an all rookie backfield at times for the Riders with LaDouphyous McCalla and Omar Morgan at the corners, Antoine Hunter and Marcus McDavid at the halfs and initially Alundis Brice at safety before he was hurt and the job taken over by Canadian Andrew Henry.  Morgan’s 4 interceptions led the group.  The find of the year on defense had to be linebacker George White who started out at defensive half.  White had 105 tackles and added 3 sacks in an All Canadian rookie season.  Aaron Collins did an adequate job in the middle linebacker spot  as did Trevis Smith at the other linebacker spot after Ventson Donnelson (another defensive back convert) went down with an injury.  The defensive line was led by Demretrious Maxie who had a few things to prove to the Argonauts who thought he was expendable as he recorded 11 sacks on the way to All Canadian recognition at tackle.  The other tackle was Canadian Sheldon Napastuk who added 6 sacks of his own.  The ends ere Chance McCarty and R-Kal Trulak.  Verteran Colin Scriviner provided backup along the defensive line.

Paul McCallum did an adequate kicking job.  His punting average was only 40.4, but he did hit on 75.6% of his fieldgoals.

Toronto Argonauts

It was the year that Pinball retired and became the head coach after the disaster that was John Huard.  Pinball was no longer the top level player he used to be as he carried the ball only 26 times in his 10 games for 109 yards and a 4.2 yard average.  Receiving was a bit better with 22 catches for 212 yards.  There were no great kick returns left in the old legs and finally even Pinball had to bow to the inevitable and hang up his cleats to pursue full time duties as the new head coach.  The Argos No. 1 QB in 2000 was Kerwin Bell after he was let go by Winnipeg and Bell had a decent season with a 59.2% completion success.  Bell’s main problem is a lack of mobility and the injury plagued Toronto offensive line didn’t help him much.  Besides Bell, Jimmy Kemp got the most time with 226 attempts but only a 54.3% completion percentage and more interceptions (11) than touchdown passes (10).  The running game was handled by a multitude of players besides Clemons with mixed success.  The best was Michael Jenkins who had 872 yards with a good 5.6 yard average.  Jenkins also caught 33 passes.  Ryan Terry had 315 yards in 10 games, but only a 4.0 yard average at the other running back spot and his successor, Tony Burse only managed 94 yards on 27 carries or a 3.5 yard average.  Before the season started, the Boatmen had picked up promising Canadian running back Eric Lapointe from Hamilton and then promptly didn’t use him as he had only 29 yards on 11 carrries.  The only real bright spot among the receivers was Darrel Mitchell who back from his NFL trout the year before played the whole season and rang up 100 catches for 1398 yards.  Beyond Mitchell, there was not much to cheer about.  Alex English had 28 catches, Tyrone Brown had 36 and Andre Kirwin had 47.  The battered offensive line was largely made up castoffs from other teams such Rohn Meyer from Calgary at guard and JungYul-Kim from Edmonton at tackle.  Chad Folk started the year at center, but he was lost for most of the year with injuries and played only 6 games.  Sandy Annuniata emerged from his backup role to take over at center when Folk was gone and also to play Guard when Folk was available.  Only Jude St. John at the one guard spot game much stability to the line as he played all 18 games.  Import Jerry Craft impressed some people in his 15 game stint at tackle and guard.

The Argos were not a bad defensive team in 2000.  The line is solid with eastern all star Johnny Scott at one tackle and Canadian Roger Dunbrack a nice surprise at the other.  Fred Perry provides good pressure from the outside  and Tyrone Rodgers is a solid veteran at the other end.  At linebacker there ware not many better than Calvin Tiggle in the middle and he was flanked by Canadian Glen Young on one side and Martavius Houston on the other. The flamboyent Adrion Smith had one cornerback spot and did much of the kick returning while Vernon Mitchell was at the other corner.  The halfbacks were Antonius Bonner and Marcello Simmons who joined the team after starting the first three games with BC.  Canadian Donovan Carter got the call at safety.

Jacob Marinie got the placekicking job and hit on 67.3% of his attempts while Noel Prefontaine had a booming 47.5 yard punting average.

Winnipeg Blue Bombers

The Bombers started the year with Kerwin Bell at QB, but soon realized they needed to go in a different direction if they wanted a better future.  That future was young Khari Jones, who Bomber fans might argue was better even than the Riders’s Henry Burris.  Jones put up similar stats to Burris with a low completion percentage of 51.6%, lots of touchdowns (31) and lots of interceptions (23).  Jones was also a very mobile pivot, with 64 carries for 424 yards.  With Bell gone, no one else will take many snaps for the Bombers as Jose Davis had only 17 pass attempts and Brian Ah Yat had zip.  Unlike Saskatchewan who found a running game, the Bombers did not have one.  They started with George Jones (not the singer!) who had a great first game but then tailed off to have only 407 yards on 105 carries in 10 games.  The Bombers said bye to his 3.9 yard average and tried former BC Lion standout Corey Philipot who had a bit more success with 113 carries for 520 yards and a 4.6 yard average.  The fullback spot for the Bombers was nothing more than a blocking position as Brad Yamoka got the call only once and had just 3 receptions.  The receiving corps was another story, however, and they were led by slotback Milt Stegall with 78 catches in just 15 games and Robert Gordon who grabbed 89.  Speedster Albert Johnson had 50 catches and Geroy Simon added 51 to give the Bombers the best quartet of receivers in the East.  The offensive line was anchored by veteran Dave Vankoughnett playing his final season at center and Moe Elewombi, over from the Lions, at tackle.  The other tackle was a younger pickup, Dave Mudge from Toronto while Brett McNeil and Mike Abou-Mechrek were the guards.

Elfrid Payton returned to the Bombers in 2000, but did not have as big an impact as hoped for as he had only 8 sacks and was released after the season ended.  Nose Tackle Bennie Goods and Ron Warner rounded out the three man line used by the Bombers.   The linebacking was a strong point for the Bombers with Brian Clark 47 tackles, 1 interception)   and Ryland Wickman (85 tackles, 3 interceptions)  in the middle and Antonio Armstrong (71 tackles) at one of the outside spots and the midseason addition of Lamar McGriggs from Hamilton solidified them.  It was largely a veteran backfield with Juran Bolden and Brandon Hamilton at the corners, Rio Wells and Harold Nash at the halfback sots and Tom Europe at Safety.

As usual, the traditional duo of Bob Cameron (42.9 punting average) and Troy Westwood (77.6% field goal percentage) gave the Bombers a solid kicking game.

